
   

 

The Messenger of  St. Mark's 
       1908 Central Ave., Cheyenne, WY 82001 

Vision  
C2   

Compassion to the Power of 2 

Cr eating A Culture of  Compassion  

 

January 2010 

Core Values  
 

as found in the word G.R.A.C.E 
 

G = God                  
R = Rely on Each Other 
A = Accepting of all people. 
C = Caring for All Creation (50/50 Approach) 
E = Excellence 

Preparing For 
A Merry Christmas and A Bright Epiphany 

 

Mark your calendars 
 

Advent IV – Sunday, December 20 (8 a.m. Rite I, 10:30 a.m. Rite II) 

 
Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24 

(5 p.m. Rite II Eucharist and Children’s Pageant, 11 p.m. Rite II Eucharist / Prelude Music 10:30 p.m.) 
 

Christmas Day – Friday, December 25 (10 a.m. Rite II Eucharist) 

 
First and Second Sunday after Christmas – Sunday, December 27 and Jan. 3 (8 a.m. Rite I, 10:30 a.m. Rite II) 
 
First Sunday After Epiphany – Sunday, Jan. 10 (8 a.m. Rite I, 10:30 a.m. Rite II) 
 

We are looking for people to serve on Vestry, Centennial 
Foundation, and/or be a Diocesan Convention Delegate.  
The congregation will consider all of those interested in 
these positions and vote on them at our annual meeting in 
January.  If you are baptized, a member of the church, 
and are a regular attendee of worship, consider running 
for one of these positions.  The Vestry, which meets 
monthly and includes a retreat (Friday evening, January 
22 – Early evening Saturday, January 24), is the chief 
support of ministry and leadership in the church.  There 
will be up to five vestry spots open in January.   
 
The Centennial Foundation, which meets every other 
month, manages funds that are used for capital purposes 
in the church.  We are in need of two people for the 
Foundation.   
 
We will be in need of a new adult diocesan delegate this 
next year, along with one adult alternate.  You would be 
required to attend a special convention on Saturday, 

March 20 to elect a our new bishop, pre-convention in 
August for one Saturday, and convention which is four 
days in October (Thursday – Sunday). 
 
Interested candidates should contact the church office 
with your intentions before the annual meeting on Sun-
day, January 17, and submit to the church office any ap-
plicable information below.  There will be a nominations 
bio. sheet printed prior to the annual meeting. 
 

Full Name 
Occupation 
Current and Previous Church Involvement 
Current and Previous Community Involvement 
A Personal Ministry Statement 

 
DON’T WAIT TO BE ASKED! 

Pray about it and contact the Rector or any current Vestry 
member if you are interested. 

Positions Open For Vestry, Centennial Foundation, and/or Diocesan Delegate 
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Words from St. Mark’s Deacons 

It’s a wonderful life … 
 

I don’t know about you but my Christmas is not complete 
until I have watched the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  I 
love this movie and even though I have watched it many 
times and know exactly how it ends – every year it makes 
me cry. 
 
This year I asked myself why this movie touches me so.  
I think, in part, it is because it reinforces my belief that 
no matter what “bad” things may befall us (and each one 
of us will experience difficulties of various sorts during 
our lives), if we have lived a life of service – a life of car-
ing – a life of putting others needs ahead of our own – we 
will discover that our families, friends, neighbors, co-
workers and even strangers will be there for us in our 
time of need. 
 
The movie also points out the fact that what we do (or 
don’t do) in our daily lives is of infinite importance!  The 
smallest act of kindness may have a positive impact years 
or even generations from now – in ways we may never 
realize. 
 
Clarence the angel says to George “You have been given 
a great gift. You get to see what the world would be like 
if you had never been born.”  And as George learns – the 
life he feared might have been worthless was, in fact, 
valuable beyond his wildest dreams! 
 
I also think I love this movie because it reminds me that 
God cares deeply about each and every of us. And that in 
times of trouble heaven sends angles to assist us (many 
times we don’t recognize them because like Clarence 
they don’t have visible wings).  The movie reminds me 
that in our darkest hour we are never left to suffer alone. 
 
Many are experiencing difficult times and it is easy to 
listen to the voices of doom and gloom – despair and 
darkness – and to believe that things are really as bad as 
some say. I encourage you instead to count your bless-
ings – you have a roof over your head, food to eat, and 
people who love and care about you – and that includes 
your parish family at St. Mark’s.  Remember – it really is 
a wonderful life … 
 
May God Richly Bless You this Christmas and Forever 
More, 
 
The Rev. Carol E. Peterson, 
Deacon and Parish Nurse 

Wonderful Wednesday 
 

From The Deacon's Desk 
 

A new course will start this coming February of 2010. 
The course is Listening for God and we hope to start on 
February 10th at 6 p.m. The sessions will be about 1 to 
1.1/2 hour long. It has been suggested that a supper of 
soup and crusty bread be provided, with each of sharing 
this fellowship of hospitality. I will supply the first sup-
per of soup and bread. 
 
There will be charge of $15 to cover the cost of the book 
each of us needs. The book we will be using is a collec-
tion of contemporary literature by authors such as 
Flannery O’Connor, Frederick Buechner, Annie Dillard 
and such. Each week we will read a story and then come 
together to discuss what, how, and if we heard God in 
these wonderful stories. There are guides to Reflection 
after each story so you can take notes as you read. There 
will be a video to watch and listen to a segment introduc-
ing a featured author. 
 
Wonderful Wednesday will be an evening of fellowship 
and learning. If you are interested in being part of this 
please give your name, phone number and e-mail (if you 
have one) to either Norm or me, before the 20th January. 
Remember the charge is $15, but there is some church 
scholarship available for anyone needing it. 
 
Blessings – Anne+ 

Mary Martha Circle 
Fellowship for all Women 

 
We only had one meeting in December, due to the holi-
days, but the fun we had almost made up for it.  Our own 
Theresa had everything beautifully prepared for us to 
paint her cooked cinnamon Christmas cookies with our 
own original designs.  Be sure you do not miss it next 
year!   In January we meet only once because of the holi-
day.  We hope to see everyone on the 15th when we will 
learn how to keep a healthy back.  Susanna says to wear 
easy, comfy clothes to get mildly exercised in. Then in 
February our own Lynn Swanson will dramatize one of 
her western, pioneering women for us.  So put February 
5th on your MM calendar. In the meantime, in the words 

of Tiny Tim: “God bless us everyone!” 

 
 



3  

 

 

The Legacy Society 
 

The St. Mark’s Centennial Foundation Would Like 
To Thank You! 

 
Thank you to all of those who attended the first annual 
Life Planning Series this past Fall.  And thank you to 
those who have already become members of The Legacy 
Society here at Saint Mark’s.  The first event to honor the 
members of The Legacy Society will be this Spring.  
Your commitment to this church will insure many more 
years of ministry because of the growing Foundation.  
Legacy Society forms can be picked up at the church of-
fice.  Please remember your church as you plan your es-
tate and wills.  

Stewardship and Pledging 
 
Sunday, November 8 was our Stewardship Sunday and 
God was glorified by all the people who pledged of their 
time, talent, and treasure to Saint Mark’s for 2010.  If you 
were unable to be present, pledge cards will be available 
in church or in the church office.  We are encouraging 
everyone to fill out the pledge cards. 

 

A Report on 2010 Pledges 
Number of Pledges 2009 Final 2010  as of 12/13/2009 

Gross Dollars Pledged $220,741 $202,112 

 

2009 Pledges not returning as of yet for 2010 20 

2009 pledged dollars not returning as of yet for 2010 $37,420 

New pledges for 2010  $19,230 

Pledges increased 2009 –2010  31 

Dollars increased 2009-2010  $12,544 

Pledge decreased 2009-2010  10 

Dollars decreased 2009-2010  $12,210 

Statement of Income and Expenses, Surplus/Deficit for 10 Months Ending Nov 30, 2009 
 Year to Date Actual   
 

2008 End of Year Surplus/(Deficit) $(17,641.86) 

 

2009 Income  $ 255,233.01   

2009 Expenses  $ 252,146.09    

2009 Surplus/(Deficit)  $ 3,086.92 

2009 + Prior Years Surplus/(Deficit)  $ (14,554.94) 
 

Assessment (due to increased income) and church insurance are over budget. 
 

Additional Information on Pledges 
2009 Pledges  Year to Date   

 Jan-November  
 

Received  $ 194,409.50  

Pledged  $ 202,465.00  Variance to Pledge   (8,055.50) 
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Saint Mark’s Ministries, Vestry Liaisons (in parentheses), and Coordinators 
* represents scheduling only 

 

G.R.A.C.E Core Value Vestry Liaisons  -  God (Jim Stewart), Rely On Each Other (Nancy Abraham, Claire Davis),  
Accepting Of All People (Kay Perry), Caring For All Creation (Glen Garrett), Excellence (Ryan Lance) 

 

Building and Grounds (Larry Swanson, Junior Warden) - Service Contracts, Supplies and Repairs, Gardening 
 

Christian Education / Discipleship (Jim Stewart)  -  Adult Education (Norm Peterson) / EFM (John Peacock, Norm 
Peterson), Children’s Ministry (O’Hara Keszler, Kim Prey ), Nursery (Caroline Veit),  

Vacation Bible School (Caroline Veit), Youth Ministry (Vanessa Mancill) 
 

Community Life (Kay Perry)  -  Daughters of the King (Patti Jones), Health Ministry (Carol Peterson),  
Mary / Martha Women’s Group (Karine Sneesby, Dorothy Stevens), Prayer Chain (Lynne Swanson, Kay Perry),  

Parish Life (Mara Funk, Kay Perry, Sylvia Stewart) 
 

Outreach / Evangelism (Nancy Abraham)  -  Caring for Creation/Green (Corey Rutledge, Gayle Langmo),  
Jonathan Daniels Society (Mike Bell), Outreach (Celeste Hooper, Eric Nelson), Friday Food Bags (Judy Weickum, Mary 

Guthrie), Web Page (Chris Barlow, Jerry Jones) 
 

Finance/Administration (Ryan Lance, Glen Garrett)  -  Audit Team (Betsy Taggart, Fran Kline), Bookkeeper (Alisa 
Noel), Budget Team (Ryan Lance, Glen Garrett), Centennial Foundation (Pam Snell, Beth Lance), Counters (Darwin 
Pace), Office (Wanda Hughes), Pledge Records (Pat Swanson, Betsy Phelan), Staffing / Contracts (Rector / Wardens), 
Stewardship (Nancy Abraham), Templeton Fund (Ryan Lance, Glen Garrett), Treasurer/Asst. (Ryan Lance, Glen 

Garrett) 
 

Worship (Mark Stewart, Claire Davis) – Acolytes (Catherine Rogers*, John Peacock*), Altar Flowers (Faye Mills), 
Altar Guild (Faye Mills), Children’s Chapel (Vanessa Mancill), Eucharistic Minister (John Peacock*),  

Eucharistic Visitor/Hospital (Carol Peterson, Jim Stewart), Greeters/Welcome Ministry (Dan Kline),  

Lectors (Lynne Swanson, John Peacock*), Music (Betsy Taggart, Lynne Swanson), Prayer Team (             ),  

Nursery Chapel (Caroline Veit), Ushers (Chuck Hayes), Visual Arts Team (Betsy Taggart, Karine Sneesby),  

Weddings (            ), Worship Planning Team  

Sharing Group / Bible Study 
Thursdays 10 a.m. at Jim Dolby’s house.  It is led by Jim 
Dolby. 
 

Sunday Morning Forums 
On Sundays between services, from 9:15 – 10:15 am 

there is will be forums on different topics. 

 

Education for Ministry (EFM) 
This class began in the Fall. 

 
Men’s Coffee 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. at Synergy Café. 
 

 

Small Groups 

Membership Class 
This class will be held between services on Sunday 
mornings starting in February.  If you are interested in 
being Baptized or Confirmed in the Spring, be sure to 
attend this class.  It is led by the Reverend Rick Veit.  
Be sure to mark the future Baptism dates:  January 10, 
Easter Vigi—April 3 and Pentecost Sunday—May 23, 

and Confirmation (Spring tba) 

 

Mary/Martha Women’s Group 
Twice a month on Fridays.  This group is facilitated by 

Karine Sneesby and Dorothy Stevens. 

 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
A weekly book study starting February 10 at 6 p.m.  
Contact Anne Adams-Harris to RSVP. 
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Outreach 

In Christ’s love, we seek, wel-In Christ’s love, we seek, wel-In Christ’s love, we seek, wel-In Christ’s love, we seek, wel-
come, embrace and serve the come, embrace and serve the come, embrace and serve the come, embrace and serve the 

human family.human family.human family.human family.    

January Birthdays 
Jan  3 Drew Hill 
 Matthew Millin 
Jan 4 Natalie Nicholas 
Jan 6 Robert McLelland 
 Shirley McLelland 
Jan 8 Barbara Dolby 
Jan 11 Philip Ogle 
Jan 12 Shelley Hood 
 Caroline Veit 
 Ashley Hotle 
Jan 13 Alice Northcutt 
 Mary Guthrie 
Jan 15 Madison McMinn 
 Colter Anderson 
Jan 16 Michael Steege 
Jan 17 Conor Partee 
Jan 18 Bill Lucas 
 Kathy Ogle 
 

If your birthday was missed please notify the 

church office at 634-7709. 

 
2009 was a very successful year, we donated 93 blankets.  We 
thank those of you who have given your time so generously for 
this important ministry!  Please feel welcome to come to a 
workshop, no sewing skills are needed!  If you can use scis-
sors, you are able to help make a wonderful token of 
love!  Would you please consider helping comfort a child with 
a new blanket? 
 
Linus workshop dates in the New Year will resume on Janu-
ary 13 and the 27th.. In February we will meet on the 10th & 
24th.  That is WEATHER PERMITTING!  Please come and 
help if you can.  As always, any blanket made at home is appre-
ciated.  
  

'If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to 

support himself among you, help him as you would an alien 

or a temporary resident, so he can continue to live among 

you." Leviticus 25:35 

 
 
 
It is our mission to provide love, a sense of  
security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously 
ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of 
new, handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created by 
volunteer “blanketeers.”  

If You Desire Baptism or Confirmation or Are New 
To Saint Mark’s, Be Sure To: 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
For The Next Baptism/Confirmation Dates 

Baptism: January 10, Easter Vigil-April 3 and  
Pentecost Sunday-May 23 

Confirmation: Spring 2010 (tba) 

Jan 20 Donald Swanson 
 Kelsey Goetz 
Jan 21 Chloe Illoway 
 Michael Steege 
Jan 22 Susanna Garrett 
 Jim Garner 
Jan 24 Mark Stewart 
Jan 25  Jim Grubb 
Jan 27 Mason DeVries 
Jan 28 Jessie Murphy 

New Members and Transfers 
Transfers in:  

 

Transfers out: 
 

Baptism:  
 
 

If you have come to St. Marks recently and are inter-
ested in officially becoming a member please contact the 
church office at 634-7709. 

Interfaith News 
 

We will be hosting families February 7-14.  We last 
hosted two families, one with 5 children and one on the 
way! 
 
Outreach has generously donated money for upgraded air 
mattresses and Christmas gifts.  We share this ministry 
with Holy Trinity under the gracious leadership of Sister 
Ruth Ann.  We house the families at our church and St. 
Mark's members contribute meals and overnights. If you 
are interested in volunteering contact Sue Garrett at 638-
0463 or ggarretts@qwest.net.   

Locking the Office 
 

In recent months we have had a  few thefts.  Because of 
this the office has been locked up on Sundays unless it is 
occupied.  If you unlock it, please lock it when you leave.   
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

1908 Central Avenue 

Cheyenne, WY  82001 

Non-Profit Org. 
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The Reverend Rick Veit, Rector      Telephone: (307) 634-7709     email: rickfveit@aol.com 

Newsletter Articles are due the 2nd Monday of every month.  The articles should be no larger than 1/8—1/4 page long.   
Please email them to the office at stmark307.ad@gmail.com. 

 

St. Mark’s is always looking for volunteers to help in the office at different times of the year.                                           

If you are interested call 634-7709 

A Prayer For Our Bishop Search 
 
Eternal God, our sovereign Creator, Redeemer and Guide, in your mercy give your Church in the Dio-
cese of Wyoming a shepherd after your own heart, who will walk in your ways, and with loving care 
watch over your people. Grant us a leader with your vision and a teacher of your truth, so your Church 
here may be built up and your name glorified; though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


