
The 150th Anniversary of 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Cheyenne 

 

Finding “the wickedness 

unimaginable and appalling,” 

the Reverend Joseph Cook, 

organized St. Mark’s Parish 

January 27, 1868, the Cheyenne 

Dakota Territory, then a 

railroad winter camp.  The first 

church at 18th and Carey Ave. 

was dedicated in August, 1868, 

and was the first church building 

erected in Wyoming.   

This present edifice was 

constructed in 1886, and was 

patterned after Stoke Poges 

Church, Buckinghamshire, 

England. 

 

The ministry of St. Mark’s is 

historically linked with the settling and 

development of the frontier west.  The 

church register records the burial 

service of cavalrymen killed by 

Indians, the wedding of an acting 

governor, and use of the Parish Hall 

as a social and cultural center. 

 

The Rev. George Rafter, Rector, was 

asked to “pray over” Tom Horn 

during the public hanging in 

November 1903.   

 

In August 1915, the wife and three daughters of General John J. Pershing 

were buried with solemn military rites from this church.  They lost their 

lives at a tragic fire at the Presidio, San Francisco.  Hundreds of cavalry 

troops from Fort D.A. Russell participated in the burial procession.  

 

On Sunday, October 11, 1936, President and Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

worshipped here. 

 

- This information is on a historical marker outside of St. Mark’s 

Episcopal Church  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, the Pioneer 

Church of Wyoming, just celebrated their 

150th Anniversary as a faith community.  It 

began with a gala in our parish hall on 

Saturday night, April 28, that included live 

jazz, scrumptious catered food, and a 

historical drama written by a parishioner, 

Nancy Abraham, and performed by other 

parishioners.  With about a hundred and forty 

people present, including Bishop Smylie and 

his wife, Jill, we celebrated the legacy of 

Christ-centered ministry that has happened 

and continues to happen in Cheyenne, 

Wyoming, through our church.  Assisting 

priest, Fr. Dave McElwain, and his wife, 

Linda, were in attendance.  Rosemary Todd, 

wife of deceased Rector Emeritus, the Rev. 

Eugene Todd, was in attendance, along with 

fifth generation parishioner, Bill Haley.  The 

Rev. Jim Stewart and his wife, Sylvia, 

former St. Mark’s folks, but now serving St. 

Christopher’s Episcopal Church, were in 

attendance.   

 

On Sunday morning, April 29, the people of 

St. Mark’s worshipped together, led by the 

Southeast Wyoming Pipe and Drum Band, 

our choir, and lay and clergy members 

serving side-by-side.  We welcomed the 

Governor of Wyoming, the Honorable 

Matthew H. Mead, who read from the New 

Testament as a lector, and his wife, Carol.  

The Rt. Rev. John S. Smylie, Bishop of 

Wyoming, along with the Rector, The Rev. 

Rick Veit, officiated.  We celebrated a 

baptism, two Confirmations, and one 

reaffirmation.  The Bishop inspired us in 

preaching about Fresh Expressions, a new 

international ministry that is starting to grow 

within the Diocese of Wyoming.  It is a 

movement that encourages churches to reach 



out to, love and serve people who currently have no or little interest in attending church.  This involves 

listening and building relationships with the people of our city, particularly those outside the walls of 

our church.  

 

Now more history!   Shirley Flynn, a deceased parishioner of St. Mark’s, in her 1968 book, Our 

Heritage, 100 Years at St. Mark’s, Cheyenne, Wyoming, 1868-1968, wrote, “About July 22, 1867, 

the sale of the town lots began and from that time on, people streamed into the new town from the 

South, North, and Middle West.  J. H. Triggs wrote, "Other towns of the West have been built and 

populated with marvelous rapidity, but it has remained with Cheyenne to spring, full-fledged, into 

existence, as it were a single night.  Hence the name 'MAGIC CITY'."  The volume of travel into 

Cheyenne that summer and fall was more than likely greater than ever passed through any town of its 

size in time of peace.  Thousands arrived and those who came set about at once to start businesses, 

institutions and government facilities to enable them to live in this new land in the manner to which 

they were accustomed.  Among those who came were S. B. Reed, highly regarded construction 

engineer for the Union Pacific Railroad (U.P.); "Major" Woolley, engaged in trade at Fort D.A. 

Russell; and the Reverend Charles A. Gilbert of Illinois, an Episcopalian priest.  Mr. Gilbert spent the 

summer vacation here, but according to the History of Wyoming (1915) by I. S. Bartlett, Mr. Gilbert 

gave inspirational talks to several who then felt it was time to find an Episcopalian priest that would 

become a resident.  The Cheyenne Leader took note on October 12 that Major Woolley was 

circulating a petition to organize an Episcopal Church.  Townspeople were encouraged to bring their 

Books of Common Prayer to a service held at the City Hall on November 17, 1867.  A few days 

prior, November 13, U.P. tracks had reached Cheyenne!   

 

During October and November, business activity continued at a fever pitch as new residents moved 

in.  A telegraph line was finished connecting Cheyenne with Denver.  Now this Magic City was also 

accessible from the East.  There was no resident clergyman of any persuasion in Cheyenne until late 

November.    

 

I.S. Bartlett wrote, “Messrs. S. B. Reed, Charles D. Sherman, and J. D. Woolley, corresponded with 

Bishop Clarkson, and so impressed him with the importance of Cheyenne, that on November 26th the 

Rev. Joseph W. Cook, rector of St. Paul's Church, West Whitelaw, Chester County, Penn., was sent 

to Cheyenne.  Leaving Philadelphia on New Year's night he reached Cheyenne on January 14, 1868.” 

 

Church life had officially begun here in rough Cheyenne, a city filled with bars and brothels.  In 

addition to worship, St. Mark’s became a place for the community to gather.  During both world wars, 

there were U.S.O. shows in our parish hall.  There was a coffee shop with live entertainment at one 

point in the 1960s, along with a basement basketball court.  St. Mark’s has been part of the roots of 

Cheyenne from the very beginning. 

 



Who are we today?  St. Mark’s is a community 

filled with about four hundred members and 

active non-members working together to, as the 

Book of Common Prayer states, “restore all 

people to unity with God and each other in 

Christ.”  We are guided by our core values, what 

we call our G.R.A.C.E values.  G stands for God.  

We are a community drawn to God through a 

relationship with Jesus Christ through the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  R stands for Rely on Each 

Other.  We seek to be a sustainable community 

where people are challenged to serve with at least 

one other person in any ministry.  When we rely 

on each other, we share and invite everyone to 

participate according to their gifts.  A stands for 

Accepting of All People.  By entering the doors 

of our church, you become part of the family.  On 

the front of every bulletin is the quote, “Whoever 

and wherever you are on your journey of faith, 

you are welcome.  God’s unconditional love is 

extended to you right now through Jesus Christ.  

God says, ‘You belong, this is my family, and you 

have a place in it.’”  C stands for Compassion for 

All Creation.  We believe in the 50/50 approach, 

where at least half of everything we do is focused 

on serving beyond our church walls.  Finally, E 

stands for Excellence.  We strive in our mission 

to do the best we can, which leads to lives that are 

changed by God.  G.R.A.C.E. Values! 

 

We have councils that help support six areas of 

ministry: Community Life, Education, Finance, 

Outreach, Property, and Worship.  Our outreach 

team inspires twelve to fifteen different projects 

that include housing and feeding our homeless 

population, ministry to single women with 

children, and quilting blankets for children in 

need, to name a few.   

 

In partnership with other churches, we built seven 

Little Free Pantries that are housed outside of 

Methodist, Lutheran, and Episcopal Churches in 

Cheyenne.  People put items in as they can give, 

and take items out as they need.  In addition to our 

traditional Sunday morning Eucharists, our 

worship team offers our “Fresh Expressions” 



liturgy, Taize, once a month on 

Friday nights.  We design it to 

reach people outside our church 

walls who would not ordinarily be 

a part of our community.  It has 

become our second largest liturgy, 

with about 80% of attendees being 

from outside our community.  We 

just finished a capital campaign 

raising over three-quarters of a 

million dollars to support about 

fifteen different projects.  They 

include shower and laundry 

facilities for our homeless 

ministries, restored stained glass 

windows, a new boiler and 

chimney, completion of our 

kitchen fire suppression system, a 

lift, and a new sound system.  

Finally, we have been 

instrumental in the International 

Day of Peace movement, 

Compassionate Cheyenne, and 

were asked to organize the 

Interfaith Worship Service that 

kicked off the City of Cheyenne’s 

150th Anniversary Week last 

summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

The people of St. Mark’s are continuing our strong legacy in worship, study, and loving and reaching 

out to people in need, both at church and within our community.  It began 150 years ago and continues 

strong today.  Congratulations St. Mark’s! 

 

 


