1908 Central Avenue, Cheyenne, WY 82001
Worship, Annual Meeting,
and Pot-luck Brunch
Sunday, January 26
9:30 a.m. single worship service followed by the annual
meeting and pot-luck brunch
All are welcome! Join us as we celebrate another
wonderful year of doing ministry together in Cheyenne at St.
Mark’s Church. We will vote on nominees for our vestry,
Centennial Foundation, and Diocesan Delegate. We will also
vote on our annual budget. If anyone is interested in running
for vestry, Centennial Foundation, or Diocesan Delegate,
please contact the church office or rector.

February 2020

Vestry, Centennial Foundation,
Diocesan Delegate
Consider running for positions on the vestry, Centennial
Foundation and/or as a Diocesan Delegate at the annual
meeting on Sunday, January 26. There will be one worship
service at 9:30 a.m. follow by a pot-luck meal and annual
meeting.
All nominees should submit their name, occupation
(if applicable), current or past church and/or community
involvement. Vestry and Diocesan Delegate nominees
must be members. Centennial Foundation does not have
the same requirement.

Youth Group Wish List
The Youth Group came to me with an idea, one they are excited about. I have to admit I am excited also! They want to
create a special space for study, prayer and meditation. And
after some light work, they have cleared out room 5 downstairs to transform… with a few requests. Below is the meditation room wish list. A checklist is also available in the Parrish Hall on the bulletin board. If you have items you would
like to donate, please contact me by email, phone or in person.
(Candy Snead, Dir of Children & Youth Ministry, candymurphysnead@mail.com, 330-978-5066) Thank you for helping
our youth create this wonderful space!
Must haves: Teen Study Bibles
Would like to have: Mini refrigerator, string lights, newer
board games, bean bag seats, chalkboard paint, insta-camera,
area rug, clipboards (15ish), Bluetooth speaker, throw/floor
pillows, a fan, a lamp, decorative items.

The Nursery of St Mark’s has some exciting news for you….
If you haven’t heard the news, our
Nursery Attendant Marilynn and her
partner Chris will be welcoming to the
world soon a new baby boy, Porter
Toothaker! We want to congratulate
you both on this new exciting chapter
of your lives. Marilynn and Chris are
registered at Target. With this exciting
news and a baby due mid-February, are
looking for a temporary substitute for
Marilynn while she is on maternity leave.
Those interested in helping with our nursery ministry can
contact the church office or Candy Snead (330-978-5066).

Youth Group Christmas Party
Janice Maeditere said: “Christmas is not so much about opening presents, as opening our hearts.” But for our youth group
it was both. At their new annual Christmas party and gift exchange they thoughtfully put a little love into each gift. Our
youth have been busy behind the scenes this season. From
helping the children in the pageant, decking the children’s hall
and giving of their time and talents to others, it is we who are
blessed to have them in our lives! Thank you, Youth, for the
gift of service and love this holiday season.

‘Digging into” Hope, Peace, Joy and Love
Our Advent Yule School was so much fun! Children gathered
each week to learn about the meaning of Advent, God’s
greatest gift, and how to share and give to others. During
each lesson, the children made a gift for the congregation of
St Mark’s. From “Peace Pops’’ to a “cup of Joy” Cocoa mix
the students learned it was just as much fun (if not more) to
give to others than receive. They also learned that God sent
baby Jesus to us, his greatest gift! Through fun games and
activities we worked together to share God’s love with others!
(see photos on next page)

St. Mark’s Church
Vision
A Growing Community of Love, Joy, and Hope.

G.R.A.C.E Core Values
God
Rely on Each Other
Accepting of All People
Compassion for All Creation
Excellence

Advent Yule School

Children’s Christmas Eve Pageant 2019

Christmas Eve is a magical time at St Mark’s Episcopal
Church. Family and friends gather, the church is beautifully
decorated, gifts are exchanged, and children act out the
greatest story ever told: the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Children bring a special reminder of the Joy this season
holds. We were so blessed to have over twenty children
and teens participate in this years pageant! Their cheerful
voices joined together to sing wonderful carols. Santa even
came to see the marvelous message the children had for the
congregation. Santa joyfully greeted the children after
church with glad tidings and sweet treats. We want to
thank all the children and their families. We also want to
thank all our volunteers and teens who helped with rehearsals, lunches, cleanup, and costumes, you all are amazing!
Last but not least, a big thank you to our Music Director
Betsy Taggart for inspiring the gift of song to our children
of St Mark’s!

Digging into the Bible requires many different things like:
Bibles, word searches, videos, songs, games, experiments,
flowers and …. balloon animals? Can Bible study really be
fun? Yes, yes to all the above! Kids experience a relationship with God through the eyes of ordinary Bible people.
They discover that they are like people God has always
loved and worked through. Children ages 6 and up can Join
us downstairs each Sunday morning at 10:20 am.
The Nursery is open at St Mark’s for little
ones from birth to 5 years old! St Mark’s
Nursery is open each Sunday from 9 to
noon, just think of all the things you could
get done in 3 hours: Attend church, nap, go
for coffee (coffee is free at the church and
Starbucks or Paramount are just a few
blocks away) get that workout in, go to church, clean, get
groceries, go to the adult forum at church or just relax.
Whatever you do, within the church or out of the church, we
are here for you with a well-trained staff to entertain your
little angels.

February – June 2020

All Youth 7th – 12th grade are welcome!
February 2020
2nd Youth Group 5-7:15 pm
23rd Youth Group 5-7:15 pm
March 2020
1st Youth Group 5-7:15 pm
15th Youth Group 5-7:15 pm
29th Youth Group 5-7:15 pm
April 2020
19th Youth Group 5-7:15 pm
26th Youth Group 5-7:15 pm
May 2020
3rd Youth Group 5-7:15 pm
17th Children and Youth Service 8 am & 10:30 am
31st End of Year Party!! 5-7:15 pm
June 2020
18th 5 Students serving at Comea 5:30-6:15 pm
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February Birthdays
Feb 5

St Mark’s Cub Scout Pack 219 News!
During the holiday season, our Cub Scouts and their families were busy, busy, busy! Just before thanksgiving,
Scouts collected food and non-perishables to help stock
the Little Free Pantry. They collected enough to completely fill the Pantry 4 times! Cub Scout Pack 219 also
made a commercial for the Friday Food Bag Foundation.
Some Scouts and families volunteered to Ring the Salvation Army bells for the red kettle collections. Other
scouts and families purchased gifts for families in need
from angel trees. Scouts were also seen passing out candy
canes to folks around town who were working on Christmas Eve and Christmas day. A couple scout families
baked yummy treats and delivered them to the fire stations
and hospice house here in Cheyenne. They all came together to sing carols at Point Frontier, then went to the
church to enjoy a movie, pizza and cookies. Thank you
Scouts for “Doing your best!”

Feb 6
Feb 7
Feb 12
Feb 14
Feb 15
Feb 16
Feb 21
Feb 22
Feb 23
Feb 24
Feb 26
Feb 27
Feb 28

Erin Taylor
Katherine Champlin
Abby Stewart
Michael Smith
Darla Teter
Betsy Taggart
Kennadee McLelland
Norm Snead
Foy Jolley
Kathy Keck
Sheri Todd
Nancy Whalebn
Steven Van Ausdall
Bobbi Gard
Raja Lacock
Kamden Harris
Alice Ruble
Mary Hall
Gunnar Goertel
Wanda Hughes
Peter Schiel
Chaisley Lamm

If your birthday was missed please notify the church office
at 634-7709.

Stewardship Corner
New Members and Transfers
Transfers in:
Transfers out:
Baptism:
Confirmation:
Reception:
Reaffirmation:
If you have come to St. Mark’s recently and are interested in officially becoming a member please contact the
church office at 634-7709.
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Ministry Highlights
Total monthly December income: 34,680.00
Total monthly December expense: 35,179.56
Parish Life
This is a group that helps with food and hospitality for
parish events (special meetings, weddings, funerals, etc.).
Prayer Ministry
This group prays weekly for people’s requests.
Veterans Ministry
This group manages our ministry to veterans.

2019 Rector’s Time
Administration and Leadership Development

57% (increase 13%)

Ministry, Volunteers, Staff, Vestry, Centennial Foundation, Capital Campaign
Pastoral

5% (decrease 2%)

Home, Hospital, Long-term Care, Hospice, Phone, Premarital, Church
Liturgical Services

12% (decrease 4%)

Sermon Preparation

10% (decrease 3%)

53 Sermons – preached 92 times (including Sundays/children’s sermon/funerals/weddings/annual report/other)
Teaching (Adult/Teen/Children)

7% (increase 1%)

Community / Diocesan / Pastors

6% (decrease 4%)

Legislative chaplain, city/state events, Cheyenne Interfaith Council, clergy and Diocesan events
Continuing Education

1% (same)

Parish Functions

1% (decrease 1%)

Attending parish functions with no preaching/teaching involved
Miscellaneous

1% (same)

Total

100%

Sew and Sews
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your strength. Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Sew & Sews meets twice monthly at 1 p.m. making blankets with love for children who find themselves in a
traumatic situation not of their own making. We have
lots of fellowship and you don't even know how to sew!
"If it's about LOVE, it's from GOD." Bishop Curry
Handmade with LOVE and helping to take care of
GOD'S people is why we keep making "Blankets for
Laramie County Kids." We also work on personal projects and or group projects depending on what you want
to do. One important thing is our fellowship. Winter
meetings will be held twice monthly, the first and third
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. February 5 and 19, March 4
and 18.
Please come, we all belong in this community.
REMEMBER weather advisories may cancel our
meeting.
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The Sew and Sews and blankets they made and donated

Outreach
2019 Outreach in Review
We hosted families in Family Promise five times this past year. Over that period eight families were served by our congregation and eighteen volunteers including volunteers from Holy Apostles Church, have given their time and cooking talents to
serve these families.
We have also served dinner at COMEA House 12 times this year with approximately 5 volunteers helping serve the dinner
each month, and the Youth Group/J-Crew serving on two occasions.
Thanks to the generous contributions of St Marks parishioners, we have been able to provide monetary donations to Friday Food Bags (purchase of food to fill bags), Needs (office supplies), Day of Giving, and the Comea Shelter (for ongoing
projects and needs at the shelter). Vouchers for Easy Way Laundry are provided through Outreach to those living at the
Comea Shelter.
Fall and spring semester, we have contributed food supplies to the Laramie County Community College Food Pantry
which benefits those students who may otherwise not have a meal or something to eat on weekends or long study nights.
A new project this fall was involvement in the Unaccompanied Student Initiative. Many St Marks members provided their
time and talent to this program which provides food, shelter, and comfort to high school students who might be otherwise
couch surfing or homeless. Monies from your grocery cards at Albertsons are designated for this project.
St Marks is involved with the local Red Cross, as we are an approved emergency shelter. A few winters ago, with a particularly bad blizzard and prolonged road closures, we were opened as a shelter for 5 days. We hope winter weather does not
treat us badly in 2020 but are ready to open the shelter when called upon.
The Christmas Giving tree decorates the Parish Hall in December with gifts for women (and their families) participating in
Climb Wyoming.
Peanut butter that fills the wagon is taken to Needs every month. Over 150 church brown bags filled with healthy snacks
are filled through the year and available to for those in need.
The Outreach Committee would like to thank all those who gave of their time and talent in order to serve and assist those
in need.
We meet the first Wednesday at 7 pm in the Guild Room every other month. The next meeting will be February 5. Please
join us!

In Christ’s love, we seek, welcome,
embrace and serve the human family.

As Daughters of the King, we pray daily and evangelize to the lost, each in our own way. In praying daily we take requests that can easily be made one of two ways. On the back of the "Welcome" card in the pews or by calling St. Marks office. Your prayer request will be prayed daily for 1 month. We currently have 12 women and 2 priests who receive these
requests. All prayer requests are kept confidential.
Daughters of the King is an order of Episcopal women that was started in Philadelphia in 1885 for the express purpose
of Evangelism and praying daily. Our chapter, Bishop Talbot chapter was founded in 1892. We meet monthly at St. Christopher's on the 2nd Friday of each month at 3:45, where we share and culminate with Eucharist. If you would like more information, please contact Como Boyle, Joann McConnaughey, Mara Funk, Shirley McLelland, or Patti Jones.
5

Girlfriends Unlimited is St. Mark’s women’s ministry
dedicated to the philosophy of befriending, belonging,
believing and becoming.
“For where two or three have gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20
Girlfriends 5th Wednesday Lunch
January 29, 2020, the Metropolitan at 11:30 a.m.
RSVP to Margie Hayes (307-630-1894)
or margiefueltax@gmail.com
Reservations due by January 27th
Lit ‘n’ Latte for Book Lovers and a Fun Time!
Whether you’ve read the book or not!
Please join us at Barnes & Noble
2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:15 p.m.
If you have questions, contact any GAB team member:
Margie Hayes, Pam Snell, Karine Sneesby,
Barb Brower, Sharon Gostovich
January:
February:
March:
April:
May:
June:
July:

Following is a recent message from
a new Lit ‘n’ Latte member:
To all,
This is a wonderful group of women surrounded with
clouds of joy and reality. I thank all of you for being
YOU and bringing so much to the world. . . .
I feel lucky to have found you.
Warm regards, TW

Lit ‘n’ Latte Current Reading List
The Dutch House by Ann Patchett
The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George
The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein
Nothing More Dangerous by Allen Eskins
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate
The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead
Camino Island by John Grisham

Girlfriends Unlimited Fun Groups
Have Fun & Get Connected
Listed below are our current FUN groups and the Funcilitator-a facilitator who likes to have fun with her girlfriends.
Sew & Sews:
Karine Sneesby, Laraine Hutchison, Funcilitators
The Sew & Sews Group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of
each month to work on Blankets for Laramie County Kids,
personal projects, group projects, and some just come for the
fellowship.
Stitch ‘n’ Chatter (small crafts group):
Margie Hayes and Barb Brower, Funcilitators
Stich ’n’ Chatter meets the 1st & 3rd Monday of the month
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Margie will host the Stitch ’n’ Chatter the 1st Monday at her
home: 1530 Dorothy Ln, Apt B206 630-1894
Barb will host the 3rd Monday at her home:
5121 Hickory Place 635-2836
Lit ‘n’ Latte (book group): Sharon Gostovich, Funcilitator.
Meets on the 2nd & 4th Mondays at Barnes & Noble at
6:15 p.m. For more information contact Sharon at
630-5356.
If you are interested in joining any of these FUN groups or
starting a new shared-interest group, please contact the church
office (634-7709) for more information.

Changing Hearts. Changing Lives.
One Girlfriend at a time.
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5th Wednesday Lunch
11:30 a.m. on January 29, 2020 at the Metropolitan
Lunch menu ranges from $8.00 to about $15.00,
or you can order from the dinner menu.
Reservations due by January 27th.
RSVP to Margie Hayes 307-630-1894
or margiefueltax@gmail.com.

THE MINISTERS
Lay persons, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons

Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church

Small Groups

VESTRY
Ted Dunn
Sue Garrett - Secretary
Chuck Hayes
Beth Lance
Angelene Larsen – Junior Warden
Linda McElwain
Sue Miller – Finance Chairwoman
Swede Nelson
Harrison Rankin - Youth Representative
Jimmie Richmond – Treasurer
Mike Smith – Senior Warden
The Rev. Rick Veit – Rector/Board Chairman

Contact the church office for more details on any of these
groups. For the Girlfriends Unlimited groups, women’s ministry, contact Karine Sneesby at karinesneesby@gmail.com for
more details.

VESTRY LIAISONS
PROPERTY (Angelene Larsen)
FINANCE (Chair / Sue Miller)
CHRISTIAN ED./SPIRITUAL DEV.
(Chair/Dick Torkelson)
COMMUNITY LIFE
OUTREACH (Chair/Eric Nelson, Carol Schiel)
WORSHIP (Chair/ The Rev. Rick Veit)

Tuesday
JustFaith Study
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the Guild room
Wednesday
Men’s Coffee- 11 a.m. at Dazbog’s Coffee
Baby and Me
10:15-11:45 a.m. in Guild Room
Girlfriends Unlimited Sew and Sews Group
1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. in Read Hall
(1st and 3rd Wednesdays)

CENTENNIAL FOUNDATION
Chris Barlow – Treasurer
Peggy Coffman—Secretary
Ibby Davis
Judy Dray
Angelene Larsen – Junior Warden
Mike Smith – Senior Warden
Kelly Rankin - President
John Rogers—Vice President
The Rev. Rick Veit – Rector

Sunday
Adult Forums
9:30 a.m. in the parish hall
Monday
Girlfriends Unlimited Stitch ’n’ Chatter
6:30 p.m. (1st Monday) Margie Hayes’ House
6:30 p.m. (3rd Monday) Barb Brower’s House
Girlfriends Unlimited Lit ‘n’ Latte at Barnes and Noble,
6:15 p.m. (2nd and 4th Mondays)

Thursday
Dolby Bible Study/Sharing Group
- 10 a.m. at Jim Dolby’s house

STAFF AND CONTRACT WORKERS
Marilynn Dobrzenski - Nursery
Danielle Glowacki – Nursery
Wanda Hughes – Secretary
Alek Keenan – Sexton
The Rev. David McElwain – Assisting Priest
Ann Segrave – Bookkeeper
Candice Snead – Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries
Betsy Taggart – Director of Music
The Rev. Rick Veit – Rector
Thane Yennie - Assistant Choir Director
BISHOP OF WYOMING
The Rt. Rev. John S. Smylie

Columbarium
The St. Mark’s Columbarium offers church members
and others an opportunity to have their cremains inurned
at the church as a memorial to their membership and service at St. Mark’s. If you would like to request a niche, contact the church office at 634-7709.
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Newsletter Articles are due the 2nd Monday of every month. The articles should be no larger than 1/8—1/4 page long.
Please email them to the office at stmark307.ad@gmail.com.
8 The Reverend Rick Veit, Rector
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