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Happy New Year everyone.  In the church, we just ended our year and today starts anew, a 

turning point.  Thank God! 

 

There was a funny, or no-so-funny, quote on Facebook that reads, “So far 2020 is like looking 

both ways before crossing the street and then getting hit by an airplane.”  An appropriate image 

for all that is going on in our country and throughout the world, I would say. 

 

We are done!  Today begins Advent, the season of preparation for the Christ-child to come, 

preparation for Christmas.  It is just 26 days away, by the way.  We adorn the altar with blue, the 

traditional color of Mary and her tunic.  In Advent, we celebrate Jesus and we celebrate the 

mother of Jesus and all of the preparation she had to make for the birth of the Christ child, as she 

carried the baby and prepared him to be the Savior of the world.   

 

We are in a time of preparation, for hope and love and joy, as our vision states.  And in a strange 

way, really, as we learned in the scriptures, we are preparing for the end times.  Paul reminds us 

in his letter to the people of Corinth, the end times will only be a segway into our new life with 

the Lord.  Because of the grace and unconditional love given to us through Jesus Christ, we will 

be with God forever in heaven.  In every way we have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge, not lacking in any spiritual gift, not lacking in anything that we need.  God will 

strengthen us to and through the end in Christ.  God is faithful. 

 

There is a great quotation on Facebook.  It reads, “Repetitive complaining will attract things for 

(us) to complain about.  Repeated gratitude will attract things for (us) to be thankful about”  

(Unknown - Enlightened Consciousness).  Another appropriate image for how we cope with, 

how we remain awake in our faith, during these trying times. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Let the words of my mouth and meditation of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

our strength and our redeemer. 

 

How do we remain awake?  Does anyone remember what this is (hold up clock)?  This is what 

we called in the old days an alarm clock.  I still use one and it sits beside my bed.  It barely 

works, depending on how close it is to my lamp or if I am touching it.  I really only get one 

station.  It is supposed to adjust automatically to daylight savings….until this year, of course.  

This was the first time that the time did not change at 2 a.m. as it is supposed to.  That is why I 

have a second alarm clock.  We call this one a cell phone.  It is my back up alarm clock, 

especially for Sunday mornings.  I have it set to How to Save a Life by The Fray, an appropriate 

song from a popular band in the early 2000s. 
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How do we remain awake?  Or how do we wake up?  A friend recently gave me this item that 

she purchased in Ireland.  There is a place for Holy Water.  I dip my finger in the water and put 

the sign of the cross on my forehead as a blessing, as a reminder to stay faithful. 

 

In today’s gospel, the good news of Jesus, he is teaching his disciples, his followers, about the 

end times, the true end times of the world and the end times of the city of Jerusalem, which 

would be ransacked by the Romans soon in the 1st century.  He is teaching about the end time 

and also about keeping awake.   

 

Jesus is sitting with his disciples on the Mount of Olives, a hill just outside the Old City of 

Jerusalem.  On the surface, he did not have good news.  Life was going to get hard.  There will 

be suffering, darkness, little light for us to see.  Virtually everything will be shaken in the world, 

disruption, disease, wars, and rumors of wars.  There will be earthquakes and famine, and 

probably pandemics as well.  The disciples were ooing and awing at how beautiful all the 

buildings were that had been created throughout Jerusalem.  In the end though, it will all be 

gone.  And we have to remain awake so that we can be guided by God through it all, so that we 

will be given the strength and direction and patience and words and action and silence…to keep 

us centered in what we are to be centered about – our Lord and caring for each other.  Always be 

prepared. 

 

Jesus continues.  When life gets really bad and the end is near, we will then see ‘the Son of Man, 

the Messiah, Jesus, coming in clouds’ with great power and glory, as the book of Revelation 

teaches us.  Remember that Jesus is our strength, not just us using our gifts.  Of course, using our 

gifts are critical to how God furthers the good news, but it is the Messiah who is our greatest gift.  

That is who we seek first, then everything else shall be added.  These are Old Testament images 

and expressions that people at the time would understand.  He is using expressions having to do 

with the Messianic age, the time of Israel’s final redemption, really humanity’s redemption, 

talked about by all of the prophets.   

 

And God will send us angels and gather us in those end times, from the four winds throughout 

the earth, and bring us to heaven. 

 

A side note, but I had a great conversation with a colleague last night who has a dog to keep her 

company while in isolation and even when she is not in isolation.  What a great gift dogs are, 

right?   I think they are a bit like angels in our midst, God’s way of reminding us that he is here 

with us, loving and caring for us.  But I digress. 

 

Jesus goes on and offers an image of a fig tree, another common image known to people 

throughout the middle east.  As soon as its branches become tender and put forth leaves, you 

know what is coming next: the fruit, the figs.  Summer is near.  The end times are upon us when 

the universe will be gone, when the difficulties and challenges of life will disappear, but not the 

Word of the Lord.  The Word, the Messiah, is near us and will not abandon us.  This will be our 

sustenance…in good times and in challenging times. 
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Jesus ends by talking about the timing of the end times.  The bottom line is that we do not know 

about that day or hour, so do not worry.  Only God knows.  And so, we must remain alert.  If we 

fall asleep, we have to wake up and stay awake.   

 

How are your alarm clocks in life working?  How are you staying awake? 

 

We worship the Lord, seek the Lord, and we take care of each other.  As Paul taught us, God is 

faithful, and we are called to be in fellowship with each other through Christ. 

 

In addition to worship, I wanted to point out another way to remain active in the Lord.  One is 

through our United Thank Offering or UTO.  The women of our church are bringing this wake-

up-call to our attention, and we will have an ingathering today in just a moment.  Envelopes are 

in your bulletins.  UTO is an Episcopal Organization that supports the mission of the church.  

The focus of this year’s grants is Recovering with Love and Gratitude: An Episcopal Response 

to the COVID-19 Pandemic in Local Contexts.  In a moment, I will invite you come forward and 

bring your envelopes to the table for a blessing.  All of the money will go to UTO.  If you are not 

bringing a UTO card forward, I invite you to take a Welcome Card in the pews and fill them out, 

particularly the prayer request section.  Remain active in the Lord by offering your prayers.  You 

are invited to pray at this time, and when you are ready, bring your UTO cards or your Welcome 

Prayer Cards forward. 


