
EASTER LITURGY OF THE WORD, ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP 

PRELUDE     I know that my Redeemer lives arr. Lorie Line 
 Fanfare for Easter Henry Balcombe 
 Dana Anderson, organ 
 

 AT THE PROCESSION Hymnal 207 Jesus Christ is risen today 

 Hayden Butterfield, trumpet; Suzy Wagner, cello; Betsy Taggart, organ 
 

1 Jesus Christ is risen today,  
  our triumphant holy day,  
  who did once upon the cross,  
  suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!  

 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing,  
  unto Christ, our heavenly King,  
  who endured the cross and grave,  
  sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!  

 
3 But the pains which he endured,  
  our salvation have procured;  
  now above the sky he’s King,  
  where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!  

 
4 Sing we to our God above  
  praise eternal as his love;  
  praise him, all ye heavenly host,  
  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!  

  

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
  

  

Officiant  Alleluia. Christ is Risen. 
People The Lord is Risen Indeed. Alleluia. 
  
  

GLORIA     
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Officiant     The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
                Let us pray. 
  

O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection 
delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy 
of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  
  
THE LESSONS 

ACTS 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 



witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
  

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24  read responsively by the whole verse                                                             
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  his mercy endures for ever. 
Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures for ever." 
The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
There is a sound of exultation and victory in the tents of the righteous: 
"The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! the right hand of the LORD is exalted! the right hand of the LORD 
has triumphed!" 
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD. 
The LORD has punished me sorely, but he did not hand me over to death. 
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
"This is the gate of the LORD; he who is righteous may enter." 
I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have become my salvation. 
The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the LORD'S doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
On this day the LORD has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
  

FIRST CORINTHIANS 15:1-11 
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, 
in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 
proclaimed to you--unless you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I 
in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, 
he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether 
then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
  

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

JOHN 20:1-18 
  

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone 
had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up 
in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for 
as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two 
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 



where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he 
had said these things to her. 
  

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  
  

THE SERMON   
  

THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM II   
  

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop Paul-Gordon Chandler; for this gathering; and 
for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 
  

Silence 
  

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for justice and peace. 
  

Silence 
  

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in any need or 
trouble. 
  

Silence 

  
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
  

Silence 
  

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 
  

Silence 
  

  

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  Pray that we may have grace to glorify 
Christ in our own day. 
  

Silence 
  

We pray for St. Matthew’s Episcopal Cathedral in Laramie and St. Alban’s Episcopal Chapel and we pray for peace in 
Jerusalem. Your own prayers and petitions may be added at this time.   
  

  

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Officiant  Let us confess our sins to God. 
  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied 
your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that 



enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
  

ABSOLUTION  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
  

THE PEACE   
  

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 
  

 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
  

AT THE OFFERTORY  Alleluia from Exsultate, Jubilate K. 165 W.A. Mozart 
 Dawn West, soprano 
  

Officiant All things come of you, O Lord. 
People   And of your own have we given you. 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the 
creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and 
waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against 
you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you 
called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
  

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to 
magnify you as we say: 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the 
riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, 
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to 
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
  

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and 
gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As 
supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is 
to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these 
gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with Mark all your 
saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the 
world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
  



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
  

Officiant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
  

  

COMMUNION  I know that my Redeemer liveth from Messiah G.F. Handel 
  Suzy Wagner, cello 

  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
 
  

Officiant    Let us pray. 
People   God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us 
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
  
EASTER BLESSING    
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, 
bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 
  

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to 
be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
  

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your 
eternal inheritance. Amen. 
  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. 
Amen. 
  

AT THE PROCESSION  Hymnal 180 He is risen, he is risen 

1 He is risen, he is risen!  
   Tell it out with joyful voice:  
  he has burst his three days’ prison;  
   let the whole wide earth rejoice:  
  death is conquered, we are free,  
  Christ has won the victory.  
 

2 Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted,  
   with glad smile and radiant brow!  
  Death’s long shadows have departed;  
   Jesus’ woes are over now,  
  and the passion that he bore—  
  sin and pain can vex no more.  
 

3 Come, with high and holy hymning,  
   hail our Lord’s triumphant day;  
  not one darksome cloud is dimming  
   yonder glorious morning ray,  
  breaking o’er the purple east,  
  symbol of our Easter feast.  
  

4 He is risen, he is risen!  
   He hath opened heaven’s gate:  
  we are free from sin’s dark prison,  
   risen to a holier state;  
  and a brighter Easter beam  
  on our longing eyes shall stream.  



   
  

THE DISMISSAL       

Officiant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
                                                                                     
POSTLUDE   Fanfare for a Resurrection Day   Steven Scott 
 

 
 

MUSIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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